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i/ Freiburg, a-small city in
i ‘southwestern Germany; attracts
« fravelers from all over the world

. .

with its brilliant history, unique ./

o

culture and beautiful nature.
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Freiburg’s Old Town retains the aesthetic of medieval Europe.
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Different parts of the sprawling Old Town are separated by two
streams.
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Visitors take a stroll through the Old Town, enjoying the
sunlight and the greenery.
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The interior of the Freiburg Cathedral, which is known for its
pointed spire
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The name Freiburg sets the traveler's heart aflutter. Locat-
ed in the southernmost part of the country, Freiburg is
Germany'’s sunniest city. The glittering sunshine enriches
the lives of locals and visitors alike. It coaxes fragrant
flowers into bloom, produces sweet fruit and keeps both
body and mind healthy. Freiburg is a gateway city that
connects the Black Forest with France to the east and
Switzerland to the south. But the city’s gorgeous nature
and rich culture are just icing on the proverbial cake.
Freiburg's role as Germany’s environmental capital is an-
other factor that adds to the attraction.

Lonely Planet recently selected Freiburg as one of the best
cities to visit in 2022, citing the “enviably high quality of life.”
“Freiburg is a small city with a population of 230,000.”
says Anne Seubert, an art director from Freiburg. “You
can't expect it to be as colorful as Berlin and Munich, or to
have the antique charm of the French towns in the sub-
urbs, because about 80% of the city was destroyed during
World War Il.”

She maintains that Freiburg is a place to seek comfort
when life in the big city becomes exhausting.

“| recommend enjoying some ordinary days in Freiburg,
taking advantage of the sunny weather, relaxing, com-
muning with nature and eating delicious food,” she adds.

Explore the Brilliant History of the Old Town

It is only about 10 minutes from Central Station to our des-
tination in Old Town. What first catch my eye when | enter
the Old Town are the Béchle, waterways that flow along
the streets. The Béchle are artificial waterways first intro-
duced in the 12t century to supply water and put out fires.
They stopped being necessary after a modern system was
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In the evenings, people in Freiburg flock to alleys lined
with outdoor restaurant seating.

2_EBES SR A7) gl A F21E FshE Ale
& 53Ih
It’s good to take a break from exploring the alleys of
Freiburg by sitting outside at one of the city’s cafés.
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installed, but the city’s residents didn't want to remove
them. Thus, they've been maintained as a beautiful deco-
rative installation. The Bachle have not only become play-
grounds for the city’s residents; they also help lower the
temperature of the entire city on hot days.

Along these dainty streams are buildings that showcase
European architectural history. The most outstanding of
these buildings is the landmark Freiburger Minster
(Freiburg Cathedral). This Gothic structure, which took
more than 300 years to build, is made of red sandstone,
hence its bewitching color. The splendid sculptural art of
the main gate, the spire and the stained glass create a
harmony of holy light that induces a sense of awe in all
who see it.

With so many rich merchants and travelers frequenting
Freiburg in days past, the city needed protection. Of the
fortifications built for defense, Schwabentor and Martin-
stor, which were both built in the 13" century to serve as
gates to the city, still remain.
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Miinstermarke s held in front of the

except on Sundays.

caxhedral everyfmorning ofithe week,

A Walk Down a Delicious Alley

A walk through Old Town is even more wonderful when it
involves tasty food. Nicknamed City of the Sun, Freiburg is
considered one of the best German cities for gourmet fare
thanks to its mild climate and high-quality soil. Early in the
morning, we head to Minstermarkt, in front of the cathe-
dral. Weekday mornings are always lively here. This is be-
cause the market is filled with fresh vegetables, fruits,
meats and cheeses brought in from nearby suburban farms
and ranches. The outdoor farmers market is usually held in
the square downtown once or twice a week, while Freiburg’s
Minstermarkt is open every day except Sundays. Resi-
dents have the privilege of obtaining fresh, seasonal ingre-
dients delivered immediately after harvest. This is why
Freiburg has become a destination for gourmands.

One of Minstermarkt’s famous delicacies is a sausage
dish called Die Lange Rote, which means “long and red.”
This historic menu item emerged in 1949, not long after
the end of World War Il It is a thin, 35cm-long sausage

JULY/AUGUST 2022
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Visitors can enjoy views of vineyards just 20km from Freiburg.
WS S ol 2T elo e By

Grapes ripen in the warm sunlight, in Germany’s Baden region.
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Freiburg is famous for various types of wine, especially pinot noir.
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that's grilled, folded in half or left as is, placed in a ba-
guette and eaten with mustard. The dish can be found at
seven stands throughout the market.

Restaurants, bars and cafés line the alleys of the tradition-
al indoor market Markthalle and the lilac-heavy Konvikt
Street. As you walk the streets of Freiburg, you can drink
to your heart's content and eat dishes like flammkuchen
(also known as German pizza); the best-selling Black Forest
ham; fried or smoked trout dishes; and white asparagus,
which grows until June.

The Home of Wine

Freiburg is also famous for its wine. It is the largest wine
producing city in Germany, and even the universities here
have wineries. When you think of German wine, you may
think of white wine, especially Riesling, but the wine of
Germany's warmest city is a little different.

Freiburg boasts soft and fragrant white wines such as
Scheurebe, Gewtirztraminer and Miiller-Thurgau, not to
mention deep, fruity red wines such as pinot noir and
Dornfelder.

The most famous wine producing areas, Tuniberg and Kai-
serstuhl, are just 15 to 20km from the city center. Freiburg
accounts for one-third of the total wine production in the
Baden region, with around 100 wineries. The city is recog-
nized as a world-class wine producer thanks largely to the
winery Weingut Dr. Heger. You can take in the incredible
scenery for yourself on your way there. The dazzling sun
shines on hills created ages ago by a volcano, and the
steep vineyards stretch far into the distance. Weingut Dr.
Heger, which has the best vineyards in the Kaiserstuhl
range of hills, has increased Baden's profile in numerous
wine and gourmet food exhibitions and throughout the
world. Its pinot noir scores particularly high for each vin-
tage. Tastings can be arranged through the winery's offi-
cial website.

Hiking Up the Hill, Biking Along the River

It's clear from looking at a map that Freiburg is a city sur-
rounded by a huge forest. Don't miss the chance to explore
the city’s natural landscape when you visit. Just a step

JULY/AUGUST 2022
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Fly to Frankfurt Airport with Korean Air. Then take an Intercity
Express (ICE) train to Freiburg. There are frequent trains from Frankfurt
to Freiburg.
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northeast of Old Town is the Freiburg Municipal Park,
Stadtgarten Freiburg. This is a carefully cultivated garden
featuring a wide lawn, a rose garden boasting 250 kinds of
roses, a small pond, a café and a promenade from which
to view the park. You can easily hike from this park over to
Schlossberg (456m), which is called the “roof of Freiburg.”
Here, there are cable cars and hiking trails up to Kanonen-
platz, the summit.

Water enriches any forest. Dreisam is a 29km-long river
that crosses Freiburg. WWhen summer comes, so do the vis-
itors, who picnic along the shore and go for a swim to es-
cape the summer heat. Dreisam also has a bicycle path.
You can rent a bicycle at the bicycle stop next to Central
Station and head out eastward or westward on a heart-
pounding adventure.
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Vauban, a Sustainable Neighborhood

Freiburg is not just known as the environmental capital of
Germany — it has also been called the environmental cap-
ital of the world. Located about 3km southwest of the Old
Town, Vauban is a neighborhood that shows the true face
of the city. The area has been called a “model of sustain-
ability” and “a carbon neutral village.”

It is easy to travel to Vauban, which is 41 hectares in size
and has a population of 5,600 people. Since cars are pro-
hibited from entering the area, you will need to get to Vau-
ban by tram or bicycle. A tour through the neighborhood
will take you past so-called “passive houses,” which were
built using special methods and technologies in order to
reduce energy consumption, as well as buildings that actu-
ally produce surplus energy through solar panels. Two in-
credible examples to look out for are the futuristic buildings
known as Sunship and Heliotrope.

The Vauban neighborhood also has its own power plant
that produces renewable energy, and community gardens
where residents grow their own food. If you receive per-
mission to spend the night, you can stay at the Green City
Hotel Vauban and experience daily life in a sustainable
neighborhood. The property is yet another example of why
Freiburg, a city nourished and sustained by the sun, re-
mains such an enviable place to live.
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Travelers can reach the top

of Schauinsland, one of the
mountains in the Black Forest,
by taking a cable car that has
been in operation since 1930.
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30f| = &7 =LA X[ 7} University of Freiburg A major source of Freiburg's

SIHAl O|R & Stz Q112 10%7} CHSHHO AL youthful energy is the University of Freiburg. The oldest

PHE LS Sh=Clisk £A[0]7| WZ0|Ct KM 71 university in Europe, its buildings are scattered throughout

QU ANE VIRl Cistn 2, et 2EHS HIRaH A7t the Old Town.

RO|M st ASSS 22 = UCE The Black Forest The Black Forest is beloved by

A2 = 5YRI0| 71& AMet= £0|Xt fEI0AH = Germans and is a popular vacation spot for other

Q7| =2 FYX|CE F2{ 6000km?0f| &st= 37| 2, Europeans. With a total area of 6000km?, it's hard to

A2 £l LIkt MR E S| £7| 1 A D@IX|Cel know where to start. You may want to focus on the &
SSHFHIEZUES F=5}AL highlands of Hochschwarzwald. :
SSHHIEXWUE FIE A2 & IS0 A= T2IX[CHO! Hochschwarzwald Card If you stay more than two
SSHHIERYUE| 28104 IR EH X[ L =2, nights in the Black Forest, pick up this digital card, which

MAS| 710|= £04, HEIHIE| SE RE U I U= grants you entry to museums and spots on guided tours in

0|8 4= U= CIX|E =S YFsHELE the region for free or for a discounted rate. Y/
AFRRISEIE A2 20i|M A Bz =2 Lol Schauinsland Schauinsland, the third highest mountain S5
AFRQISEIE = TR0|22 30N HA L EBOZ in the Black Forest, can easily be reached from Freiburg

2 by bus or tram. The cable car, the Schauinslandbahn,

ARRlERERRS Ll o2l HXX|= S4 2 HiEtE D] opened in 1930 and takes you all the way up to the
1284m2| FH o= SHSICt summit, 1,284m above sea level.
S0IE FRIZ A 1A[ZE 3028 e T Ef= A Colmar There are many pretty cities in Alsace, France,
SR E ARl ZHAE UL S UCH| 5 =40t which borders Germany, and Colmar is considered the
2 IA QXA Xl of| &8 A2 05 best of the bunch. The area is filled with wooden
S0IE7IOEC 2 Eolrt YEHESHEO 2 ZHAlsH 16"-century houses decorated with colorful flowers. .

=, I HC} S5 ZE| This “little Venice,” which is more colorful than Freiburg, 2

has food that resembles German cuisine but that travelers
never doubt is French.
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The best time to visit Freiburg is between June and September. The weather during this period is pleasant, averaging between 11 and 21°C.

« The German federal government is offering public transportation passes for about $10 per month for three months, beginning June 1.

« Frelois a bicycle sharing system operated by the Freiburg Transportation Authority. Throughout the city, 530 bicycles are available for rent at 74

stations. You can use Frelo by downloading the nextbike app or the VAG mobile app.
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